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Norden Farm Centre for the Arts is built on the site of an old Dairy Farm. The plan 
to have an arts centre in Maidenhead had been a long-held dream. Lobbying for 
such a space began in the 1970's when a strong demand for an arts centre for 
Maidenhead began to emerge. Maidenhead Arts was set up in 1978 as an umbrella 
organisation of local arts groups committed to this vision and Norden Farm opened 
its doors to the public in 2000. Today Norden Farm presents a wide ranging, 
ambitious and popular programme of music, theatre, comedy, spoken word, dance, 
film and visual arts. The education and outreach programme alone engages with 
over 39,000 people annually including work with 22 Primary and 5 local secondary 
schools, disadvantaged groups and the wider community through regular groups, 
classes and projects such as the lantern parade and kite festival.  
  
Impact of Corona 
 
Like everyone, this crazy corona has hit us hard. The busy, bustling farm is silent.  
Doors shut. Lights off. No-one home. Over the years we’ve expanded our audiences 
– doubled over the last 8 years (194,000 last year) and our activities to the point of 
which even being open 7 days a week, couldn’t keep up with demand, and now .. 
this… Unimaginable.  
 
It costs us around £750,000 a year to run The Farm, even with the support of our 
amazing 200+ volunteers and we get £128,000 in funding. The rest must be earned, 
through catering, hires and ticket sales. Being shut just does not work!  Positive 
things in the crisis? We have managed to move a lot of our education work online 
which is fantastic and something we want to continue even on the other side of all 
of this, it has meant we can reach even more people. We have produced our first 
community lockdown project; AllWrite Together, led by local poet/ author Simon 
Mole. We have received a lot of love from our supporters with messages and 
donations which has really kept us going. Hearing what Norden Farm means to 
Maidenhead has been the most important thing of all.  
 
Finding a way through this crisis so that we can re-open is an enormous challenge, 
but with the help of Magpie 150 we are hopeful we are going to make it. 
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